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Upcoming Program 
by Sigrid Stewart, 1st Vice President 

President’s Message 
by Paul Brandes 
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Purpose of HGMS 
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Front of HGMS/SCFMS 2017 Show flyer  
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Cliff Mine 

Harvey Comes to Houston ©2017 
A song by Steve Blyskal and Sigrid Stewart  

Members of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society 

See and hear Steve & Sigrid’s new song: https://youtu.be/RteTsQeItp4 

https://youtu.be/RteTsQeItp4
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WHEN IS A ROCK NOT A ROCK 
by Terrell William Proctor, J.D. 

Member of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society 
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Archaeology Section 
by Nancy L. Engelhardt-Moore 



THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  NOVEMBER 2017 

8 

Natura Morta Arrangement by Fredrick Stibbert 
(Image Credit: Stibbert Museum Archive Photo 

Garth Clark with Dirk Van Tuerenhout 
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General Meeting Minutes 
September 26, 2017 

by Nancy English, HGMS Secretary 
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Board of Directors’ Meeting  
October 3, 2017 Minutes 

by Nancy English 



THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  NOVEMBER 2017 

12 



  13 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  NOVEMBER 2017 

Bear Family Surprises HGMS Member 
by Marcus Schneck 

mschneck@pennlive.com 
Received by email 
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Bench Tips 
by Brad Smith 

See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  



  15 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  NOVEMBER 2017 

Un-endangered Species 
by John Mastin 

Editor, Chaparral Chatter 12/1994 

OLDIES NEVER DIE  
from workinghumor.com 

Sunset Picture Jasper—from S.C.R.I.B.E. 2013 DVD 
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Is it Vug, Nodule, Geode, or Egg?  
by Kat Koch 

from The Tumbler 9/2017 
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The Geologist's Lament 
by R. L. Prism 1940 



THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  NOVEMBER 2017 

18 

The Eyes of Africa  
by Don Shurtz,  

Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas  
from Chips and Chatter 09/2017 

Photo by Don Shurtz 
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Coal Creek 

JAPAN’S CHERRY BLOSSOM STONE 
Source: http://www.kiseki-jp.com/english/e-index.html 

via El Gambrisino 11/16; via WGMS Rockhounder 05/2017; via The 
Glacial Drifter 05/2017; via Stoney Statements 09/2017 
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Wulfenite  
by Don Shurtz, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas  

Photo by Don Shurtz,  
Wulfenite specimen on display at the  
Perot Museum of Nature and Science.  
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WHY MEN ARE SELDOM DEPRESSED 
via The Roadrunner 09/2017 
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Mimetolith 
by Steve Mulqueen, Rockhoumd Rambling, Ventura GMS 

First Place (Tie) CFMS Original Article Advanced 
Fourth Place AFMS Original Article Advanced 

via The Conglomerate 10/2017 
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California Golden Bear 

Black Hawk’s Head 

In Wisconsin Dells 

Old Woman Statue Chrysanthemum 
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AFMS-SAFETY MATTERS – WHAT DO YOU KNOW? 
by Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair 

from The Franklin County Rockhounder 09/2017 
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Show Time 2017–2018 

Show Time—2018 

http://www.mzexpos.com/
http://www.finemineralshow.com/
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