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Upcoming Program 
by Sigrid Stewart, 1st Vice President 

President’s Message 
by Paul Brandes 

President Con�nued on Page 4 
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Purpose of HGMS 
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A Cra*sman’s Eye 
by Stephen Wilkerson 



  5 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  MARCH 2018 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Patricia Gannon-Hildbold 
(10/1952–2/9/2018 

by Sigrid Stewart 
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Cliff Mine 

Jewelry for Mineralogists 
Blue lace agate—strange crystals 

Photo of Neal Immega a*er he 

set up a new lapidary grinding 

unit for the Fort Worth Gem & 

Mineral Club. 

Typical di-trigonal quartz 

termina9on 

Trigonal termina9on of 

quartz 
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Pseudo-cubic 

quartz 

termina9ons on 

blue lace agate. 

Side view 
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Lapidary Sec9on Planning a Field Trip 
by Richard Good 
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Archaeology Sec9on 
by Nancy L. Engelhardt-Moore 

Knights Group — Photo by Xiuju Liu 

Morian Helmet  Ornate Leg Harness  

Crossbow 
Breast Plate 

Four photos by 

N. Engelhardt-

Moore 
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Move Over, Clovis—There’s a New Point in Town!  
by Jim Brace-Thompson 

from Rockhound Rambling, 6/17, via The Tumbler 02/2018 
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Another Story from the Miner 
by John Anderson 

Member of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society 
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Coal Creek 
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Board of Directors’ Mee9ng 
February 6, 2018  
by Nancy English 
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AFMS President’s Message 
by Sandy Fuller, President  

from AFMS Newsle8er 2017/12-2018/1 
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“Good, beCer, best.  

Never let it rest  

Un9l the good is beCer  

And the beCer best.” -- St. Jerome  

SCFMS President’s Message 
by Walter Beneze 

from SCFMS Newsle8er 11-12/2017 
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Bench Tips 
by Brad Smith 

For more ;ps or to learn new jewelry skills see  
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith   

www.BradSmithJewelry.com  

1 
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A ROCKHOUNDER'S CHECKLIST  
by Kevin Colvin, Field Trip Director  
from The Conglomerate 05/2017  
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Cameo Jewelry 
by Ruth Rolston 

from The Rock Pra8le 01/2018 

Agate cabochon  

set in 14k gold. 

Shell cameo, set with pearls. 
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Our Hobby’s History 
It started with a passion, and a sharing of ideas 

by Jennifer Haley, AFMS HISTORIAN 
from the March 2018 AFMS Newsle8er, via The Conglomerate 3/2018  
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The Mask of Zorro in the Dinosaur World 
by Jim Brace-Thompson 

from Rockhound Rambling, 11-12/17, via The Tumbler 02/2018 
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LOUPES 101 (Excerpted)  
via Stoney Statements 12/2017 
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11 Interes9ng Facts about Rocks and Minerals  
by Kat Koch 

from The Tumbler 10/2017 
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Show Time—2018 
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