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Upcoming Program 
by Michael Sommers, 1st Vice President 

President’s Message 
by Sigrid Stewart 

President’s Message conƟnued on Page 4 

Vice President’s Message cont. on Page 4 
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Purpose of HGMS 
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President’s Message conƟnues 

Vice President’s Message conƟnues 

Pyrite Pete says, 

Y’all come to the HGMS Holiday party 
Saturday, December 14. NOT at the 
Club! Come to the Unitarian Fellowship, 
1504 Wirt Rd, Houston, TX 77055. 
Wonderful food, great friends, and a 
grand Ɵme! 

Please volunteer to set up tables, move 
pews, and set up our buffet—arriving at 
4:30 p.m. Let Nancy English know at 
NancyJodi@aol.com. If you can stay to 
wash our dishes and put everything 
back for the Sunday Service, again—let 
Nancy English know. 

2020 HGMS Officers 
President:  Sigrid Stewart   
1st Vice President:  Mike Sommers 
2nd Vice President  Beverly Mace 
Secretary Nancy English 
Treasurer  Tatyana Kuhn 



    5 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  DECEMBER 2019 

Archaeology SecƟon 
by Jay Roussel 

Michelle Marlar and Nancy Engelhardt‐Moore 
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Osiris Stone Profile 
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Something to try!! Make your own Stone to Carve 
from The Rockpile How to Book, via Hy Grader, 1987 
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Why are Rockbound Club Shows such great affairs? 

YOUR CLUB'S SHOW 
©  2019  TERRELL WILLIAM PROCTOR, J.D. 

November 12, 2019 10:00 P.M. 
Houston, Texas 

Some Signs of a Rockhound 
via The Rock PraƩle 09/2019 
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SHARON THOMAS will be the new Editor 
by Phyllis George 

Sharon Thomas has agreed to become the editor for the Backbender’s 
GazeƩe. To make her feel that she can easily do this, 

1.  I have told her that she DOES NOT need to aƩempt to 
duplicate the features now found in the current BBG. In fact, 
the BBG will become whatever her vision is for it. 

2.  As far as I know, our BBG is the only booklet‐style newsleƩer in 
our federaƟon (SCFMS). The newsleƩers that I have seen are 
8½” x 11” sheets of paper (usually two sheets—someƟmes 
three or four) printed front and back. It would be nice if she 
maintains the booklet format, but that is not mandatory. 

3.  It takes a while to learn everything necessary for puƫng out a 
newsleƩer. For her first year, please DO NOT expect her issues 
to be up to what you might be hoping. The newsleƩer will be 
made up of Items she finds in other newsleƩers (as mine is), 
and arƟcles sent to her by  club members. This will be HER 
newsleƩer, and it will become whatever her vision is for it. 

4.  The first issue that she will work on is the February 2020 issue. 
Therefore, she will begin assembling it January 15, 2020. The 
15th of the month is always the deadline for sending arƟcles 
to her. The last issue I will be working on is the January 2020 
issue, which I will create the last half of December 2019. 

5.  PLEASE encourage her efforts and please make her feel 
appreciated. I’m sure she will do a great job. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
from New Mexico Faceter 10/1989, via The Roadrunner 05/2019 
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General MeeƟng Minutes 
October 22, 2019 
by Nancy English 
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Board of Directors MeeƟng Minutes 
November 5, 2019 
by Nancy English 
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Jewelry Bench Tips 
by Brad Smith 

DIVIDERS 
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Editor's Christmas and New Year's Carol  
by Don, Jessica, and Kathy Shurtz 

from the January 1999 Chips and ChaƩer  
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NASA will hunt for fossils on Mars  
via Cowtown CuƩer 11/2019 

Photo: Courtesy NASA  

The Backbender’s 
GazeƩe Wishes All 
a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Holidays, 
and a Happy New 

Year! 
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ExcepƟonal fossils may need a breath of air to form  
via The Cowtown CuƩer 11/2019 
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The Metals of AnƟquity  
by Don Shurtz, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas  

from Chips and ChaƩer 11/2019 
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Cinnabar, Mercury Ore 

Iron Meteorite 

Galena, Lead Ore 
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A Night Before Christmas 
from The Gem News 1972 

As posted on the www.rockrollers.com Web site 
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DON’T BE A WRECK‐HOUND—BE A RECREATIONAL 
ROCKHOUND! 

by Shirley Leeson 
Ambassador American Lands Access AssociaƟon  

via 10/2018 newsleƩer of the Southern Illinois Earth Science Club;  
via NWF News 01/2019, via SCFMS NewsleƩer 07‐08/2019 
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Show Time 2019 

Show Time 2020 
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