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Upcoming Program 
by Michael Sommers, 1st Vice President 

President’s Message 
by Sigrid Stewart 

President’s Message continued on Page 4 
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Purpose of HGMS 

https://hgms.org/
http://hgms.org
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Pyrite Pete says, 

Lots of great activities coming up. What 
position in our annual HGMS show will 
you volunteer for this fall? Show Setup 
is Thursday, November 7, and the show 
runs November 8–10, 2019. There are 
LOTS of ways you can help—and have 
FUN while you are doing it! Contact 
Nancy English at nancyjodi@aol.com to 
sign up. You will be glad you did. 

President’s Message continues 

2020 SCFMS 

Annual Show— 

in Temple, TX 

mailto:nancyjodi@aol.com
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Archaeology Section 
by Nancy Engelhardt-Moore  

Source: NPS.GOV/BEL 



THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  SEPTEMBER 2019 

6 

 

Val Link 

In Memoriam 

by Deborah Kirkpatrick 
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Val Link 

In Memoriam 
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Midlothian Field Trip: Great Day—No Rain! 
by Michael Sommers 

Member of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society 
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Shark teeth montage – Example of shark teeth found at Midlothian.  
Left: Ptychodus whipplei, a type of crushing tooth, found in skates and rays; 

Center: Ptychodus  latissimus, another crushing tooth;  
Right: a nice, large pointy tooth (not identified) 

Pyrite – Massive cluster of cube-octahedral pyrite 
crystals in a hash of broken oyster shell, weighs over 
3 lbs. Collected by the author during a previous trip. 
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Group photo—The “Sweat Hog” crew of the July 2019 Midlothian field trip. 

Notice the big smiles! 
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Carbonized log—Left, showing the remains of the 
wood with some of the limestone “ribbons” atop it;  

Right—Remaining impression of the other side of the 
log. Crumbled carbonized wood, and “ribbon” 

fragments lie crumbled at the base.  
Approximately 2 ft long. 

Gar skull—Nice fragment of gar 
skull and jawbone with teeth. 



THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  SEPTEMBER 2019 

12 

 

Collecting Rocks  
from Breccia 09/1972, via Breccia 06/2019 



  13 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  SEPTEMBER 2019 

Lost in the Stacks 
Brief book reports of books I took with me on the road. 

by Neal Immega 

BIG 
ROCK 

from 2012 
S.C.R.I.B.E. 

CD 
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General Meeting Minutes 
July 23, 2019 

by Nancy English, HGMS Secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
August 6, 2019 

by Nancy English 
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https://www.ediamondtools.com/products/5-variable-speed-wet-polisher?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google_shopping&matchtype=&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=1898012567&adgroup=pla-743201237423&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0IeIQz10jClfI
https://www.ediamondtools.com/products/5-variable-speed-wet-polisher?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google_shopping&matchtype=&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=1898012567&adgroup=pla-743201237423&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0IeIQz10jClfI
https://www.ediamondtools.com/products/5-variable-speed-wet-polisher?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google_shopping&matchtype=&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=1898012567&adgroup=pla-743201237423&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0IeIQz10jClfI
https://www.ediamondtools.com/products/5-variable-speed-wet-polisher?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google_shopping&matchtype=&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=1898012567&adgroup=pla-743201237423&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0IeIQz10jClfI
https://www.ediamondtools.com/products/5-variable-speed-wet-polisher?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google_shopping&matchtype=&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=1898012567&adgroup=pla-743201237423&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0IeIQz10jClfI
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Jewelry Bench Tips 
by Brad Smith 

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's  
"How To" Jewelry Books 

https://www.Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

https://www.Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Scientists Find 68-Million-Year-Old Triceratops Fossil  
in Colorado  

from The Rockpile 09/2019 
Read more at http://www.geologyin.com/2019/07  



  23 

THE BACKBENDER’S GAZETTE  SEPTEMBER 2019 

2018 GEOLOGY IN REVIEW: ICE, WATER, WIND, AND EARTH 
by Dr. Bill Cordua 

MWF Geology Committee Chair 
via MWF News January 2019, via SCFMS Newsletter 07-08/2019 

Map of New York City’s Internet 
infrastructure, with blue-shaded 
areas representing places 
projected to be underwater by 
2033. Picture by senior study 
author Paul Barford, who said, 
“The expectation was that we’d 
have 50 years to plan for 
[seawater inundation]. We do not 
have 50 years.” 
via news.wisc.edu. 
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Old mines underground tours 
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What does AFMS do for its members? 
Contributed by Sandy Fuller, Past President  

from AFMS Newsletter 06/2019 
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Show Time 2019–2020 

Show Time 2020 

mailto:director@mtidachamber.com
http://www.mtidachamber.com
mailto:lrolston@hot.rr.com
http://drarhie.wixsite.com/tcgme
mailto:showchairman@austingemandmineral.org
http://www.agms-tx.org
mailto:hcgemclub@yahoo.com
http://www.hellscanyongemclub.com/
mailto:mgmstx@gmail.com
http://www.midlandgemandmineral.org
https://hgms.org
mailto:Showchair@hgms.org
mailto:lynncouvillion@gmail.com
http://www.dallasgemandmineral.org
mailto:hcgms20@gmail.com
fredericksburgrockhounds.org
mailto:mlkilanski@yahoo.com
mailto:walt@lubbockgemandmineral.org
http://www.lubbockgemandmineral.org
mailto:dfarhie@gmail.com
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